
The way back to God 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God made everything. God made me special. I am precious to God. 

And yet, I am a sinner, breaking the relationship with God and 

turning my back on God. The big question is: what is the way back 

to God? There are five truths that may help me to find the way back 

to God:    

  

1. Everything God made is good  

The Bible tells us that in the beginning God made everything, the heavens and the earth, 

the plants and the animals. Everything God made was good. When looking at the works 

of God’s hands, the mountains, the flowers, animals, fish, birds, the tiniest living being 

and all people old and young, one has to admit in awe: God is great and good! 
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God loves everything and everyone He 

created. God also made me and really 

loves me. God made me into his image – 

I mirror God’s character. God made me 

with the goal of living in a loving 

relationship with Him, worshipping and 

obeying Him. But God also intended me 

to love others. That is what it means to 

bear God’s image: to love God and to love 

others. If I respond to God’s love for me 

by loving God and others, I achieve God’s 

goal with my life. Then I am content and 

happy.  

 

2. Sin wrecks everything.  

And yet, people sin. We cannot explain why evil entered into God’s good creation. But we 

are all sinners; we do what is wrong. The Bible tells us, “All have turned away, they have 

together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one” (Romans 

3:12). I must confess that I am also a sinner. I often rebel against God. I do not always 

obey God. Instead, I follow my own head. I must admit that my whole life is often centred 

around my own interests only. Instead of 

really loving God and others, I only love 

myself. The Law of God teaches me that I 

fall short of God’s goal with my life. The way 

we live our lives from day to day proves it: 

Our actions and words do not always show 

that we are children of God. 

Sin has terrible consequences: It breaks 

what has been whole and good. It dims the 

image of God within me.  Sin wounds 

people; it causes sorrow and pain – even 

God’s good creation is suffering because of 

sin. Sin causes separation between myself 

and God. It damages my relationship with 

others. It brings sadness; it results in me not 

reaching God’s goal with my life. I lose my 

life’s joy and freedom; I become a slave of 

my own sinful desires.   

Sin brings death. Because of sin, I deserve 

nothing less than death! And this thought 

breaks God’s heart…    
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3. God’s plan to repair everything that has broken 

Because God so loved me, and everybody else, He sent his own Son to this broken world 

(John 3:16-17). Even though Jesus had no sin, He took upon Himself all our sin and guilt. 

Jesus paid the penalty on my behalf; He was punished in my place (Isaiah 53:3-5).  

Jesus died on the cross in my place, His body was broken and his blood was spilled for 

me, so that I can be saved from sin and death. The Bible says: “For Christ died for sins 

once for all” (1 Peter 3:18). The prize He paid there, was sufficient for all our sins. 

He was buried and was raised on the third day (1 Corinthians 15:3 and 4). This is the good 

news – the gospel! The Lord Jesus 

Christ was raised from the dead! He 

conquered sin and death! Christ 

then gave life to us, and God’s 

peace. Now we may once again 

have peace with God, with ourselves 

and with others (Romans 5:1). 

Christ ascended to heaven where He 

now sits on the throne with God. He 

lives. He reigns over everything. He 

prays for us and He keeps us. And 

one day He will come again to make 

everything brand new. 

I deserve nothing of this, it is all a 

gift of grace.  

 

4. We can and must believe it! 

Can I really believe this, that God forgave me all my sin, by grace alone? This is why the 

Father and the Son sent the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit helps us to believe that Jesus paid 

for all our sins. The Holy Spirit teaches us 

from the Word of God to believe in the gift 

of God’s grace. The Spirit opens my eyes 

and ears and heart to receive God mercy 

through faith.  The Spirit mends everything 

that has been wrecked by sin! I become a 

new person!  

This is how I can pray in accepting Jesus: 

 “Lord Jesus, I sincerely regret all the wrong 

things that I have done. I believe that You 

died on the cross for me, and that You were 

raised from the dead for me too. I accept 

your gift of grace – your forgiveness. Thank 

you for saving me from all my sin. Thank 

you, Holy Spirit, for guiding me in my faith. 
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Please help me to live like an obedient child of yours and to love my neighbour as I love 

myself – to live a grateful life. I surrender everything in your hands, o Father God” 

 

5. How to live grateful as a child of God. 

Ephesians 2:8-10 states: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this 

is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast. For 

we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 

in advance for us to do.”  

Because of God’s great mercy, I now cannot but live a grateful life. This I do by being 

obedient to the Word of God and living in a loving relationship with God, and by loving 

others. Even on this new road I am guided by the Holy Spirit. The Spirt repairs everything 

that has been broken by sin. It is the Spirit who teaches me the right way. The Spirit 

renews my life. The Spirit restores the images of God in me. If I believe that Jesus is my 

Saviour, I am no longer enslaved by my sinful desires. I live victoriously, saying no to what 

is wrong. This is how Paul describes it in 2 Corinthians 5:17-18: “Therefore, if anyone is 

in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from 

God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ”  

One who has been reconciled with God again, enjoys reading God’s Word, worshipping 

God and serving God together with other children of God. I become part of God’s family, 

his church. I have compassion for others, and I take care of nature. My words and deeds 

show that I really love God. 

Through words and deeds, I 

witness to others about God’s 

love.    

Being assured of salvation, I can 

now live with peace and joy in 

my heart, and one day die with 

comfort, because the Word of 

God tells us: “Yet to all who 

received him, to those who 

believed in his Name, he gave 

the right to become children of 

God” (John 1:12) and, “Anyone 

who trusts in him will never be 

put to shame” (Romans 10:11). Debby Hudson https://unsplash.com/photos/VIr-KKzL2eg 
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